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~~Brother Fairchild’s Corner~~ 
Brothers: 
 
I am getting feedback from all over the country. We are making fine 
progress in our efforts to mentor our youth and close the gap of father 
absence in the lives of our children. However, there is always room for 
more action and activity. Many chapters are engaged in mentoring 
activities ranging from 5 to 800 participants. Programs range in length 
from 2 days to 6 months.  
 
Our engaging in activities with fathers has been slower; however, it is 
starting to pick up.  We have to continue to encourage our chapters to 
step up in these activities. When I am out talking with chapters about 
what they are doing, they note that they have engaged in a mentoring 
activity with the young men. If they are not talking or working with fathers 
I ask them to invite the fathers when they invite the young men. In many 
cases when I check back they have had positive responses from both 
parents. 
 
It is good for the fathers and mothers to see what we are doing with these young men. Also while the father is 
there we can also engage him with issues that he may have. If chapters have been hesitant in getting engaged 
with the fathers for whatever reason this is a way of easing into that area. As you know, men tend to not discuss 
their issues; however, we can provide a non threatening environment where they can feel free to open up. It has 
been my experience that once you get them to open up they have a lot to talk about. Once we know what their 
issues are we can invite subject matter experts in to assist them. This has been done by several chapters and 
works very well. 
 
Brothers, I encourage you to make sure that Chapters in your Districts are engaged and providing you with 
feedback on what they are doing. I am finding that Chapters are doing some great work but they are not telling 
anyone what they are doing. I was in a meeting a few weeks ago with the leaders of several other organizations 
where we discussed this issue. The news environment always speaks on Black males in the deficit view. We 
have to work harder toward telling our positive story. We have a lot of good things to talk about.   
 
Finally brothers, thank you for the hard work that you are doing and will be doing.  We are making a difference!  
 

Bro. Robert Fairchild, Chairman 2/23/15 

International Committee on Fatherhood and Mentoring Initiatives  
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National News Items: 
Atlanta, GA – January 2015 - Brother Robert 

Fairchild and members of the International 

Committee on Fatherhood and Mentoring 

(ICFMI) were in Atlanta January 22-25 

attending the 2015 International Undergraduate 

Summit. Brothers Fairchild, Thabiti Boone, 

Earl Wilson and George Taylor were present 

for the Summit as well as the Supreme Council 

Meeting of the International Fraternity, Inc. 

  Both the 40th Grand Basileus Antonio 

Knox and 43rd 2nd Vice Grand Basileus 

Anthony Kadri alerted the Council that this 

would be “one of the best” undergraduate 

summit in recent. The summit exceeded 

expectations.  

 During the undergraduate luncheon, 

Brothers heard the keynote message from 

Brother Thomas W. Dortch, Jr., Chairman 

Emeritus of 100 Black Men of America, Inc., 

and President and Chief Executive Officer of 

TWD, Inc.  

Brother Dortch called on the brothers to 

remember the precepts upon which the 

fraternity was founded and to resolve to always 

protect and honor the brand. He graduated from 

Fort Valley State University with a degree in 

Sociology and earned a graduate degree in 

Criminal Justice Administration from Clark 

Atlanta University.  

Other program notes included a recitation 

of the history of the luncheon given by Brother 

Ibrahim Shafau, 2nd Vice DR 4th District. 

Brother Donnel Jones, undergraduate 

representative, introduced the keynote speaker. 

The summit also consisted of well organized 

workshops for undergraduate officers and 

advisors on policy, procedures and expectations 

for all members. The conference stressed the 

need and obligation of all to “protect the brand” 

of Omega by upholding its cardinal principles. 

 

Atlanta, GA – February 22, 2015 - The threat of 

inclement weather did not stop the Omega Psi 

Phi Fraternity, Inc., Atlanta Metropolitan 

Chapters and Project Friendship, from 

gathering over one hundred male youth and 

parents for a two-day business/entrepreneur 

showcase and empowerment youth leadership 

conference.   

As reported by ICFMI committee co-

chairman Brother Earl Wilson, the Omega Psi 

Phi Fraternity, Inc., inspired by President 

Obama’s Fatherhood Initiative, “brought 

Lockheed Martin, Cisco Corporation, 

International Systems Strategy, Inc, the 

Georgia National Guard, State Farm Insurance, 

Safeguard Security, Corporate Plus, an 

executive search employment agency and other 

business owners” to the Omega World Center 

in Decatur, Georgia “to educate young men and 

their parents on how to induce male students to 

be productive citizens and positive future 

fathers.”   

The free conference featured U.S. House of 

Representative, Hank Johnson (D-GA) who 

challenged 8th through 12th grade students to 

make the right life choices and take advantage 

of the areas high tech and community college 

education programs. DeKalb County Chamber 

of Commerce Chairman, Al Edwards etched in 

the minds of the students to use their creative 

genius to “start businesses and to be a part of 

economic growth in their communities.” 

Thomas Dortch, Jr., CEO, TWD, Inc. 

highlighted the importance of youth securing 

the entrepreneur spirit in every aspect of their 

daily lives.  

The influence of success did not stop there. 

Atlanta City Council President, Caesar Mitchell 

and Major General Robert Johnson, (retired) 

U.S. Army, lead a panel co-hosted by Anthony 

Kadri, 43rd 2nd Vice Grand Basileus of the 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., that gave 

successful steps to being a leader at home, in 

school and the community.  

Saturday’s luncheon speaker was Gregory 

Calhoun, CEO, Calhoun Enterprise, a 

worldwide conglomerate headquartered in 

Montgomery, Alabama. Calhoun echoed the 

voices of the village, giving life lessons on 
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creating a profitable business empire and the 

importance of serving others. Woody Wilson’s 

exhibition on Science Technology Engineering 

and Math (STEM) encouraged students to seek 

enrollment in programs where high paying jobs 

are available. Wilson is Senior Manager of 

Aeronautics for Lockheed Martin  

Sherman Maddox, owner of New Tech 

Corporation, based in Marietta, demonstrated 

opportunities in environmental protection and 

electronics employment.  

Throughout the conference local attorneys, 

social service agents, municipal juvenile and 

family court employees along with child 

advocacy professional’s volunteered counsel on 

youth relations with law enforcement, child 

custody rights, relationship building, anger 

management, protecting family assets and 

parenting skills.   

Empowered by the weekend activities, 

students, parents and volunteers helped to fill a 

void that changes lives, mend family 

relationships thus impacting the future 

economic growth of the conference attendees 

and nation. Remembering the conference 

theme, “Cultivating Future Fathers”, students 

and parents were encouraged to look out for 

future Omega youth leadership conferences that 

will be scheduled throughout 2015 in the 

Atlanta metropolitan area. 

 

 
 

Around the Districts:  

1st District  

Milford, CT – February 23, 2015 – Alpha Nu 

Chapter, Mentoring/Fatherhood. The past 

quarter of 2014 seven young men ranging in 

age from 9 – 16 years received over 72 

volunteer man hours from the Brothers of the 

Alpha Nu, and the Men’s Bible Study Groups 

at the Bethel Church of Norwalk and the First 

Baptist Church of Milford, CT.   

These young men meet on Saturday 

mornings at the Churches led by Brothers 

Terrance Hamilton and Donald Thomas. The 

boys at First Baptist Church formed a group 

and named themselves the Young Lions.  They 

have a written code of conduct which they sign 

along with their parent(s). They meet at the 

church and are in the process of designing a T-

shirt (uniform). They have gone fishing some 

for the very first time. There is a study and 

homework meeting component as well as 15 

minutes of fun and games.  

The home of Alpha Nu Chapter’s “Personal 

Development Workshop Series for young Men” 

is the George Washington Carver Community 

Center of Norwalk, CT. For the past three 

months Brothers Thomas Powell, Michael 

Charles, Terrance Hamilton, David TapScott, 

Eric Edwards, Greg Burnett, and Donald 

Thomas have secured other brothers and 

outside speakers to present in the areas of 

Accounting, Marketing, Media, Business, 

Personal Styles, Law, and What to do in the 

event of being detained by police authorities. 

Submitted by Brother Thomas Powell. 

 

2nd District 
New York, NY - January 5, 2015 - Psi Lambda 

Lambda Chapter of New York was able to 

secure and donate 10 Lenovo laptops for two 

organizations, the Akira Center’s Fatherhood 

Program and the Dream Center for Youth of 

the First Corinthian Baptist Church of Harlem; 

Brother Michael Walrond is Pastor.  

The purpose of the donation was to 

strengthen the partnerships with organizations 

that promote and enhance the aims of 

fatherhood, mentoring and youth programs in 

predominantly urban and African American 

communities. The laptop donation was 

facilitated by Bro. Dominick Boyce, the 
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Second District’s Fatherhood & Mentoring 

Representative, who also serves as Basileus of 

Psi Lambda Lambda Chapter with the support 

of a corporate sponsor. Submitted by Bro. 

Dominick Boyce 

 

New York, NY - On Tuesday, April 7, 2015 

Beta Alpha Alpha Chapter will co-sponsor the 

New York Fathering Conference. The event 

will take place from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in 

Westchester County Center, White Plains, New 

York. The goal of the conference is to improve 

services and programs for fathers and to 

support and educate fathers. 

The Conference will explore diverse topics 

including best practices with an emphasis on 

services that will help dads live a healthy and 

productive life. Participants will hear from 

speakers, join in workshops and access 

resources on responsible fatherhood and 

parenting.  

The keynote speaker is Mr. Tony Porter, 

Co-Founder, A Call-to-Men. Other noteworthy 

participants will include: County Executive 

Robert P. Astorino; Mayor Thomas M. Roach; 

Allan Houston, Allan Houston Legacy 

Foundation; Kenneth Braswell, National 

Responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse & 

Joyce A. Thomas, U.S. Department of Health 

& Human Services.  

Here is a sample of topics to be covered: 

Overcoming Barriers to Employment; Fathers 

& Sons; Men’s Health; Fathers & Domestic 

Violence; Handling Conflict; Child Support; 

Fathers & Daughters and more! Submitted by 

Bro. Dominick Boyce. 

 

3rd District  

Washington, DC - On December 18, 2014, 

Capstone Institute, at Howard University 

kicked off the Promise Program, a mentoring 

program in conjunction with a grant by the 

National Institute of Health’s Minority Men’s 

Health Initiative.  The Promise Program is also 

being piloted simultaneously at Hampton 

University, Hampton, Virginia.   

The Hampton and Howard Universities 

Men’s Violence Prevention Program is a 

strength based, culturally relevant, and family 

centered violence prevention program for 

African-American males, ages 12-25 who 

reside in Hampton or Newport News, Virginia 

or Washington, D.C.  The overall goal of this 

program is to help these males achieve their 

greatest potential as healthy, self-sufficient and 

productive members of their communities and 

to avoid violence.  

 
(L-R) Ms. Jennifer B. Butler, Bros Leonard Upson, 

Julian Goodman and Retired Judge Brother Arthur 

L. Burnett, Sr.  

  

Over 60 young scholars from the Maya 

Angelou and Richard E. Wright Public Charter 

Schools (REWPCS) and guest attended the 

kickoff held in Howard’s Blackburn Center.  

The young men were treated to a keynote 

address by the Honorable Brother (Retired 

Judge) Arthur L. Burnett, Sr. Judge Burnett 

shared with the young men the benefits of hard 

work and discipline. These young scholars will 

be paired with mentors from Omega Psi Phi 

Fraternity, Chapters in the Washington, D.C. 

area who will assist them in issues from peer 

pressure, proper dress, and education goals.  
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Scholars: Angelou & Wright Public Charter School 

Article and photos submitted by Brother Al 

Woods, 3rd District Fatherhood and Mentoring 

Chair. 

 

9th District 

San Antonio, TX – Brother Mateen Diop, 9th 

District Fatherhood Chairman announced the 

opening of a new boy’s school in fall 2015. 

According to Bro Diop, “This school will be 

considered an in-district charter school, 

governed under the auspices of our local school 

board.” Brother Diop wrote the application and 

charter that set forth the terms and conditions 

by which the school will operate.  

The Charter provides for a broad range of 

flexibility in instruction, teacher hiring, school 

hours, and other tools necessary to accomplish 

its stated mission.  The school is unique in that 

“it’s the only public school in the country 

offering boys’ only instruction beginning in 4th 

grade,” said Diop.   

No competitive application process is 

required; only 3 requirements, 1. Apply, 2. 

Attend parent information session, 3. Sign 

school/home compact.  

In an email message to Bro Diop, Grand 

Basileus Antonio Knox said, “The Brothers 

around the country should help celebrate this 

kind of work.” He complemented Bro Diop on 

his initiative in developing this school and the 

work that he is doing in the 9th District to 

address the education of our youth saying, “I 

applaud you and the brothers in San Antonio 

for a job well done!” 

“We are literally accepting boys ‘where 

they are’ academically, socially, and 

behaviorally. I've ensured our parents, board 

members and the community that we will make 

significant progress in academic achievement, 

school climate and student satisfaction in one 

year or less,’ said Bro Diop.  

His chapter brothers are in full support of 

the mission of the school and have begun 

helping in the mentoring of the youth. “My 

chapter’s mentorship will focus solely on this 

boy’s school. The bruhs have already provided 

shirts and ties (purple) for the young men.” 

Brother Diop has received accolades from 

the leadership of the International Committee 

on Fatherhood and Mentoring as well as other 

brothers from around the country.  They all 

agree that “this should be an exciting time for 

these young men.” Submitted by Bro Mateen 

A. Diop, Ed.D, CEO/Publisher 

www.drmateendiop.com 

 

12th District  

 
Fatherhood Image by Bro Hasani Johnson  

 

Los Angeles, CA – In Los Angeles, fathers, 

friends and supporters of Major League 

Fathers, an organization founded by Brother 

Hasani Johnson, is gearing up for its 5th 

Annual Father/Son - Mentor/Mentee Bowl-O-

Rama.  

According to Bro Johnson, the organizers 

of the annual event “are looking for a new 

location that will serve our fathers in the best 

http://www.drmateendiop.com/
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way possible.” Submitted by W. Hasani 

Johnson, Founder, Major League Fathers  

 

Moreno Valley, CA – February 2015 – 

Brothers from Southern California traveled to 

Moreno Valley High School for the second 

time this school year to engage in a mentor 

initiative.  

 

Los Angeles, CA – Fatherhood Initiative: On 

October 25, 2014, at the University of Southern 

California, Tau Tau Chapter facilitated the 

Fathers Conference component of the 21st 

Annual Youth Leadership Conference.  Two 

hundred and fifty (250) fathers from the 

African-American community were in 

attendance.  

Attendees represented Compton, Watts, 

Inglewood and Los Angeles. During the day 

long conference, facilitators lead the fathers in 

a variety of seminars. The open and interactive 

discussions covered the subjects of 

“Fatherhood in today's environment”, 

“Effective Communication”, “Conflict 

Resolution”, “Anger Management” and 

“Interpersonal Relationships”. 

Mentoring Initiatives: On October 25, 2014, 

at the University of Southern California, Tau 

Tau Chapter facilitated the 21st Annual Youth 

Leadership Conference. Six hundred (600) 

boys between the ages of eight (8) and eighteen 

(18) were in attendance.  The young men 

represented Compton, Watts, Inglewood, and 

Los Angeles.  The students were divided by age 

group.  The general theme was “See It 

Through”.  The topics were: Self Esteem, Goal 

Setting, Health and Wellness, and Personal 

Responsibility and Accountability. 

Tau Tau Chapter’s mentoring initiatives 

continue in several communities in the greater 

Los Angeles area including Watts, Los 

Angeles, Compton and Moreno Valley.  Many 

of these mentoring initiatives are sponsored in 

conjunction with schools and/or other groups. 

The theme of the school mentorship 

program is “Manhood 101”. Topics covered 

are: Dress for Success, Snitching, Bullying, 

Self Esteem, Hygiene, Healthy Lifestyles, 

Anger Management, Conflict Resolution and 

Economic Empowerment. The participating 

schools are: 

Animo Westside Middle Charter School, about 

20 young men; Baldwin Hills Elementary 

School, about 75 young men; Orville Wright 

Middle School (EMBODI), about 20 young 

men; McNair Elementary School, about 20 

young men; Moreno Valley High School, about 

200 young men; Narbonne High School, about 

5 young men; and, Markham Middle School, 

about 80 young men. Submitted by Brother 

Rodney S. Brooks. 

 

La Verne, CA – Saturday, March 7, “There is 

no reason why any of you should not be able to 

attend college,” said Dr. Devorah Lieberman, 

president of the University of La Verne. 

Addressing students, fathers and mothers of the 

greater Lo Angeles area including San 

Bernardino and Riverside Counties, Dr. 

Lieberman told the group, “the University of 

La Verne gave out about $42 million in 

scholarships to students last year.” She further 

told the students that their chance of earning a 

better living was much greater with a college 

degree than without. 

The theme of the 6th Annual Youth 

Leadership Conference was Productivity: A 

Path to Manhood. This conference is hosted 

each year by the Inland Valley Uplift 

Foundation in conjunction with the Zeta Tau 

Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 

Other Chapters from around the Southern 

California area were there to lend support 

including: Tau Tau, Lambda Omicron, Mu 

Alpha Alpha, Pi Rho, Sigma Iota Iota, and Phi 

Beta Beta. 

Mr. James Wilson, President of the Inland 

Valley Uplift Foundation welcomed the 

students and their parents. Brother Antonio 

Knox flew in from Raleigh, NC to attend the 

conference and bring greetings on behalf of the 
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Fraternity consisting of 750 Chapters world-

wide.  

Grand Basileus Knox told the group that the 

Fraternity was founded on principles that could 

change their life’s trajectory. Those principles 

are manhood, scholarship, perseverance and 

uplift. He later visited each of the small groups 

and gave out gift cards to deserving students. 

The conference was opened with a greeting 

and invocation from Rev. Tommy Morrow. 

Rev. Morrow commended the Foundation and 

the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity for what they are 

doing to bring uplift to the communities they 

serve.  

He said, “As a member of the Phi Beta 

Sigma Fraternity, Inc.,” he is pleased to see the 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity taking this leadership 

position. He pledged to encourage his own 

Fraternity to join with the Omega Psi Phi 

Fraternity to continue this important work - 

reaching out to our youth and encouraging 

them to make better choices. 

Mr. Donald Mahoney, Principal of Canyon 

Vista Elementary School, was master of 

ceremonies. He officially opened the 

conference by greeting the students and their 

parents and showing a film that had a powerful 

message of self-help, strong will and 

determination. After the film, students were 

separated into groups and sent to breakout 

sessions that were age appropriate.  

Topics covered were: College Preparation 

- the challenges, barriers and obstacles for 

African American males pursuing a higher 

education. The rewards and successes for 

achieving a college degree and, key principles 

to successfully navigate the higher education 

process with success. 

Financial Aid - the process of applying and 

securing resources to afford a college 

education. The Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA), how does one apply for 

financial aid? Who can apply for financial aid? 

What is the difference between a loan and a 

grant? How much does it cost to go to a 

College or University?  

Resources (The College Application 

Process) - provided students with the 

fundamentals of completing a College 

Admission Application utilizing a college 

planner and other resources. In the College 

Readiness workshop students learned about the 

relevance of science, technology, engineering, 

and mathematics (STEM) courses in our 

everyday life and the relevance of drone 

technology which was a popular topic with the 

older students.  

 
Youth, Parents and Brothers 

 

Fatherhood and Motherhood Initiatives: 
Specially designed content sessions were 

offered for parents. The Fatherhood curriculum 

consisted of four modules: Values; What do I 

really care about?, offered by Dr. George D. 

Taylor and What is best for my family, by Dr. 

Sarai Koo, Project SPICES; Communication: 



Volume 2     January – February – March 2015                     Number 1 

A Quarterly Publication of the International Committee on Fatherhood and Mentoring 

“… your role is critical …”© 

 

8 

When I speak is anyone listening?, by Gail D. 

Taylor, Faculty member Pasadena City College 

and “Am I getting my point across?” by Zainab 

Williams, Entrepreneur, Long Beach, CA; My 

son and the Police: What does he need to 

know? By Detective Ronny Walker, LAPD; 

and, The Law: What do I need to know?, by 

Damon Martin, Esq.  

 

 
Fathers Listening  

 

The Mothers curriculum consisted of the 

following topics: The Brooks Kids, Their 

Journey Began in Watts, by Rene Brooks; No 

Greater Bond, by Jolene Swain; Trifling Kids 

Come from Trifling Parents, Ronnie Walker, 

LAPD; College Prep: Next Step, by Delta 

Sigma Theta Sorority and, Getting There from 

Here, by Stephen Baker.  

Special Announcements: 

Atlanta, GA – International Headquarters of 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., announces the 

2015-Undergraduate Leadership Summit to be 

held July, 2015 in Jacksonville, FL.  

 

San Antonio, TX – The 9th District (Psi 

Alpha) held its Fatherhood Initiative meeting 

on Saturday, Feb 28, 2015 on the campus of St. 

Philips College. Bro. Dr. Mateen Diop, 9th 

District Fatherhood Chairman. 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

About This Newsletter: 

 Washington, DC – Our aim is to include 

information from each District each quarter about 

their Fatherhood and Mentoring Initiatives. We desire 

to: 1. Share what Chapters are doing world-wide to 

educate, enhance and engage fathers in closing the gap 

of father absence in the lives of their children; and, 2. 

As we mentor primarily young African American 

men, we focus on helping them to live a life of 

aspiration, hope and life sustaining productivity.  

 Submittal process: District Fatherhood and 

Mentoring Chairmen are asked to submit at least One 

Fatherhood Activity and One Mentoring Activity from 

their District for each quarter to Brother George D. 

Taylor at:  

 

geodtaylor@sbcglobal.net, ICFMI, Marketing and 

Public Relations. 

Submittal dates: 

December 15, 2014, for Publication January 1, 2015 

March 15, 2015, for 

  Publication April 1, 2015 

June 15, 2015, for 

 Publication Sept 1, 2015 

September 15, 2015, for 

 Publication Oct 1, 2015 

December 15, 2015, for 

 Publication January 1, 2016 

mailto:geodtaylor@sbcglobal.net

